
The Scarlet Ibis: Activity Packet 
Remember, the points are not the point.  The point is the knowledge gained. 

 

Place this packet in your resource binder.  As you complete the work, tape or glue the portions of this 

packet to the correct page in your IN.  Do not lose this packet!  Bring it to class with you every day. We 

will do some of this packet together, and some of it, you will do on your own (*).  You must write legibly.  

Give 100% effort. 

 
Instructions on the LEFT, work on the RIGHT.  Remember to update your TOC and title each page. 
 

“Pride is a wonderful, terrible thing, a sea that bears two vines, life and death.” 

 

Vocabulary/Allusion Chart – You do alone; you do with small group; we do as class. 

Fill in the vocabulary/Allusions chart.  Cut this chart out and glue/tape neatly into your IN. 

Reference 

Know 

It 

Heard 

It 

No 

Clue Definition 

Mar     

Belleau Wood     

Chateau Theirry     

Invalid     

Caul     

Evanescence     

Vortex     

Entrails     

Imminent     

Infallibility     

Reiterate     

Iridescent     

Precariously     

AVID STRATEGY 



Diction: 

Diction is the author’s choice of words.  Authors will choose certain words for their effect based on 

their connotation.  Connotation is the social meaning – it is what the word suggests to us beyond its 

dictionary meaning (denotation).   

EQ: Why do readers need to pay attention to a writer's diction? 

Create the chart in your IN, talk about what the word brother literally means and what the words 

suggest in our culture.   

What is “brother” supposed to mean or be?  What is our idea of “brother”? 

Word 
Denotation 

Dictionary Meaning 

Connotation 

Social Meaning 

   

You do alone; you do with small group; we do as class.  AVID/CCSS Strategy 

 

 

 

Plot: 

Create a PLOT DIAGRAM for the story.  Define and discuss each entity of the plot in your IN (LEFT); then 

draw a plot diagram (RIGHT).  Label the diagram with each element of plot.  Identify and label each 

event in the text by marking the text; then write each corresponding event onto your diagram making 

sure to list the page and paragraph as evidence.   

EQ: How do the plot elements of the text work together to form an effective story? 
 
Exposition  

Incident 

Rising Action 

Climax 

Falling Action 

Resolution 

Plot Diagram 



Topic: Setting 

Give the correct information for the setting. 

EQ: How does the setting of the story influence the plot? 

Geographical place  

Historical year  

Historical place  

Physical place, area  

Atmosphere/details  

World events  

 

 

 

Topic: Extended Setting 

The narrator describes a place full of life: plants, flowers, insects, birds, and warm, sunny weather.  In 

the story, you will find passages with strong imagery.  Using the examples located in those passages, 

complete the table below.  Include the page and paragraph number with your textual evidence. 

Plants/Flowers Insects/Small Animals Birds Weather 

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 



Point of View – who tells the story: 
Point of view can be first: from the point of view of the narrator, second: told to you as if the story is 
about you, third omniscient: narrator tells about all of the characters , or third limited: narrator tells 
story about one specific character. 

Cornell Note Style (AVID Strategy): You will complete this activity in CNote form.  On the right side of 
your CNotes, discuss the answers to the following questions; remember to use textual evidence.  On the 
left, create questions for the information guided by Costa’s Levels of Thinking.   

Topic: Point of View 

EQ: How can we come to understand an author's purpose and perspective or point of view, as well as 
their impact on the reader/listener? 

From what point of view does the narrator tell the story? What evidence do you have?  Where did you 
find it? 

Approximately how old is the narrator when he tells the story? What is your evidence? Where did you 
find it? 

 

Topic: Tone 

Cornell Notes (AVID Strategy): You will complete this activity in CNote form.  On the right side of your 
CNotes, discuss the answers to the following questions; remember to use textual evidence.  On the left, 
create questions for the information guided by Costa’s Levels of Thinking.   

Tone is the emotional aspect of literature.  Hurst creates a specific feeling in the first paragraph.  
Complete the following activity about the first paragraph.   

EQ: In what ways is tone part of the total meaning of a short story? 

What is the tone of the first paragraph?   

What feelings do the narrator’s words evoke or stir up in you? 

Give five (5) examples, directly from the text, that reinforce the tone.  Use quotations and citations 
(page and paragraph) to show that you have directly quoted the text. 

 

Topic: Imagery 

Cornell Notes (AVID Strategy): You will complete this activity in CNote form.  On the right side of your 
CNotes, discuss the answers to the following questions; remember to use textual evidence.  On the left, 
create questions for the information guided by Costa’s Levels of Thinking.   

EQ: Why is imagery important to the understanding and of “The Scarlet Ibis”? 

Cornell Notes: Images are pictures that the author created to define setting, reveal character, reinforce 
theme, emphasize tone, or for other reasons.   



Topic: Imagery 

Cornell Notes: Images can be visual (sight), auditory (hearing), olfactory (smell), gustatory (taste), tactile 
(touch), or kinesthetic (movement). 

On the right side of your Cornell Notes, discuss as many examples of death images in the story as you 
find (minimum of 5).  Be sure to list the page numbers.  Use quotation marks to show that you have 
used direct quotes from the story.  Use Costa’s Levels of Thinking to help you create questions on the 
left of your CNotes. 

Topic: Character 

Cornell Notes (AVID Strategy): There are really only two characters in this story – the narrator and 
Doodle (William Armstrong).  Answer the following questions related to character.  Prove your answer 
with evidence from the story.  Include the page and paragraph number of each example.  Remember to 
use quote marks around direct quotes. 

1. How old was the narrator when Doodle was born?   
2. Describe Doodle’s ailment; use textual evidence to show how you know.  
3. Using textual evidence, describe the narrator’s reaction to his new brother.  
4. According to the text, what kind of brother does the narrator want?   
5. Record Doodle’s reaction to seeing Old Woman Swamp for the first time, and explain what his 

reaction says about him.   
6. How long does it take to teach Doodle to walk? How do you know?  What does that show about 

each brother’s character?  
7. When Doodle and the Narrator surprise their parents with Doodle’s major achievement, what is 

the narrator’s reaction and why does he react that way?   
8. Describe the narrator’s cruelty toward Doodle. 
9. The narrator says that Doodle lies.  What are the lies that Doodle tells?  
10. Doodle’s lies have a theme.  Use evidence from the text to discuss the theme of his lies. 
11. How does the author use this theme to illustrate what is important to Doodle?  
12. Based on evidence found in the text, how does Doodle imagine his perfect future to be?  

 
 
Topic: Similes/Metaphors  
EQ: Why is figurative language important to the understanding of literature? 
 
In the text, there are myriad similes and metaphors that help the reader understand what the narrator is 
describing.  Find three (3) examples and record them in the table.  Explain the comparison being made – 
literal and figurative.  Remember to include the page/paragraph number on which you found your 
example. 
 

Simile/Metaphor Literal Figurative 

   

   

   

 



Topic: Symbols 
Symbols are things or ideas that represent something else.  Authors use symbols to enhance the theme 
or to give readers greater understanding of a key idea.  In this story, the scarlet ibis is the main symbol.  
Hurst implies that the bird is like Doodle.  In the end, the narrator even tells us that his brother looks like 
the sad, lifeless bird.   
 
EQ: Why is symbolism important to the understanding of literature? 
 
To prepare us for this symbol, the author “paints” his story red.  Skim the story and discover ten (10) 
things, images, and ideas that are red, and record them.  Use quotation marks to show where you have 
directly quoted the text, and remember to include the page number of the quote. 
 
 

Example Page Number 

“bleeding tree” 554 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Consider your prior knowledge and discuss the emotions with which the color red is typically associated. 

Think carefully about the world around you, what things in ordinary life are red? 

Hypothesize about color red used in advertising campaigns. 

In captivity, a scarlet ibis, normally bright red, will fade to pink. 

 

Topic: The scarlet ibis and Doodle 

Cornell Notes (AVID Strategy): Answer the following questions related to the scarlet ibis and Doodle.  
Prove each answer with evidence from the story.  Include the page and paragraph number of each 
example.  Remember to use quote marks around direct quotes. 

1. From where does the scarlet ibis come?  
2. Describe the scarlet ibis in detail.   
3. Using textual evidence, explain Doodle’s response to the scarlet ibis and its death. 
4. Describe how Doodle is physically like the scarlet ibis at the end of the story. 
5. Using evidence from the text, explain how Doodle was like the scarlet ibis in ways other than 

appearance.   
6. In your opinion, how should the narrator have treated his brother?   

 
 



Topic: Theme 
The theme of a story is an idea or truth that the author reveals to readers.  This idea or truth helps us 
to understand ourselves as human beings connected to all other humans in the world, across all spaces, 
cultures, and times.  The theme is what is important for us to learn about others, but especially about 
ourselves.  Themes relate to life, death, love, friendship, family, courage, etc.  Stories may not always 
present people in their best light, but by reading their stories, we can understand a better way for all 
people to live and behave towards each other. 

Consider what you know about the scarlet ibis and what happens to these birds in captivity.  
Remember that the ibis in the story is far from home. 

 
To come up with a theme sentence for this story, think about the important idea or truth we can learn 
from the narrator’s struggle to get a brother he could be proud of and the price he paid for that struggle.  
While working on your theme sentence, consider the following: 

1. What did the narrator want?   
2. What did Doodle want?   
3. How did Doodle die?   
4. Why did Doodle die?   

 
Think of two different ways to state a theme idea for this story in addition to the example provided. 

1. Too much pride can make us treat those we love cruelly. 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



SUMMATIVE ASSESSSMENT 

 

Reader Response Essay – SUMMATIVE (50%) 

Using MLA Format, type a 250-word response about any of the following: 

Doodle’s love for his brother 

The narrator’s treatment of Doodle 

Doodle’s Courage 

 

ESSAY – Dynamic vs. Static Characters – SUMMATIVE (50%) 

*A dynamic character is one who changes by the end of the story.  He is one who learns something 
important and changes because of that new knowledge.  He may become more mature or understand 
himself or others better.  Is the narrator of this story a dynamic character?   

Write a 250-word essay explaining your opinion.   Use supporting evidence from the text.  Remember to 
explain what is changed or learned or how you believe he is the same.  Your grade depends on your use 
of textual evidence, details, organization, focus, grammar and mechanics. 

 

Support your ideas with examples from the story.  Use quotation marks when you quote from the 
text, and include page numbers in parenthesis to show where you got the quote.  Follow the Essay 
Rubric for English class.  In-text citations are required. 

 


